
 
 
Constitution and Rules 
 
Constitution 
 

1. The club shall be called hereafter referred to as 
 

2. the promotion of safe and responsible model aircraft flying.
3. All members, without exception, must obey all club rules. Failure to do so may result in 

disciplinary action by the Club which may lead to termination of membership. 
4. All members must be members of the British Model Flying Association and must be able to 

provide evidence of such on request. The only exception to this is for those members who 
play no active part in flying whatsoever; i.e. social members only. 

5. When there is a joint meeting between the club and another club, the participating club must 
be able to provide evidence of adequate insurance cover well in advance of the event. 

6. Members may invite guest fliers to the site by arrangement with a Committee Member but they 
must be BMFA insured and the club member must assume total responsibility for the actions 
and safety of the guest and their adherence to all club rules. Guests must fly under the 
supervision of instructors if their ability requires it, and such arrangements must be made with 
a Committee member in advance of the visit. Guest flyers must be given a full site and safety 
briefing before they are allowed to fly including being made aware of the club and site rules.
Guest flyers cannot be invited more than three times in a calendar year. All guests must sign 
the guest book in the clubhouse to say they understand the club rules. 

7. Spectators are allowed on the flying sites subject to flying site rules. 
8.  
9. A member may be made an honorary member for extensive services to the club or for 

longstanding membership.  
10. The Committee reserves the right to refuse membership to new applicants. 
11. New members will be required to serve an initial probationary period of 6 months. During this 

time they will not be eligible to serve on the Committee and may have their membership 
terminated at the discretion of the Committee for unsatisfactory conduct. 

12. N
Annual General Meeting. 

13. The Committee reserves the right to ask for a formal membership application if it so wishes. 
14. Membership shall be renewed by 31st December. Any member applying for renewal after this 

date but before 31st March of the new year will be required to pay a late payment surcharge. 
Any member not renewing their membership by 31st March will be deemed to have left the 
club and be charged the joining fee, should they wish to re-join. 

15. New members will be accepted throughout the year. Anybody joining after 30th June will be 
charged 50% of the club subscription current in that year, plus the full joining fee. 

16. All subscriptions paid will be non-returnable, except as detailed in section 21. 
17. Field safety rules and regulations will be reviewed annually, and will be considered binding for 

12 months, excepting where urgent action is required. This action must then be ratified by the 
Committee at the next club meeting or at a general meeting. The field safety rules are 

 



18. Any complaint concerning any member must be made in writing and signed by the 
complainant(s). The written complaint must then be forwarded to the Secretary so that the 
matter can be addressed at the next Committee meeting. 

19. In the event of a complaint being made about a member of the committee, that member will 
withdraw from the committee when the complaint is discussed. 

20. The Committee may impose a flying suspension not exceeding 30 days upon any member in 
the event of misconduct. Any suspension must be accompanied by a verbal and/or written 
warning as deemed appropriate. 

21. The Committee may consider removal from the roll of members any member whose conduct 
on the field or elsewhere is considered to be prejudicial to the club. Termination of membership 
will be in accordance with the following procedure in order to comply with the laws of natural 
justice: 

a. The member is to be given a verbal warning by an authorised Committee Member in 
which the member is made aware of his misdemeanour and what he is reasonably 
required to do to make amends. 

b. If the member does not respond, he is to be given a written warning by an authorised 
Committee Member to advise him of his misdemeanour and what he is reasonably 
required to do to make amends. 

c. If he still fails to respond, the Committee should invite him in writing to meet with them 
at a previously agreed date and time to discuss the situation, advising they are 
considering termination of his membership. 

d. If he still fails to respond to reasoning or fails to attend without reasonable cause, the 
Committee can advise him in writing that his membership is terminated, stating the 
reasons why this decision was reached. 

e. When the member is advised of termination of his membership, he must be given the 
right of appeal. If he opts to appeal, this will be to the Club membership at an EGM 
which the Committee would call on his behalf at a previously agreed date and time. 
The motion to uphold the membership termination or reverse it must be in accordance 
with the voting procedures set out in the Club Constitution. 

In the event of gross misconduct, immediate termination of membership without warning 
may be considered but the member must still be accorded his rights to present his case to 
the Committee and be given a right of appeal in accordance with sub-paragraphs c, d and 
e above. 

current membership fee to be reimbursed in full. (Note: This is the only exception to section 
16) 

22.  Any alteration to this Constitution can only be made at a General Meeting called for the 
purpose. Any proposed alterations must be submitted to the Secretary, in writing, at least 14 
days prior to the meeting. 

Flying 
23. The Committee and Instructors will be responsible for the running of the flying fields at all 

times. Appointments to the positions of Instructor or Examiner can only be made by a 
Committee decision. 

24.  
25. Any member whose flying standards drop below a reasonable safety standard will be required 

to undertake further training, until the desired standards of flying are met. 

 
 



Committee 
26. The Committee of the Club shall comprise not more than 10 members, including Chairman, 

Secretary and Treasurer (which should be a minimum of two individuals). A quorum of any 
Committee meeting shall be the greater of 3 or a majority of Committee members. 

27. 
represent the Club at all relevant meetings. 

28. Committee members shall be elected from nominations made at the Annual General Meeting, 
to serve for a period of one year. Any Committee member seeking re-election for a further 
term must be re-nominated. The Committee will be elected by majority vote by a show of 
hands from eligible members present. 

29. Should a Committee position become vacant, the Committee may co-opt a replacement who 
will then serve until the following Annual General Meeting. The co-option must be supported 
by a majority vote of the Committee members. 

30. Members elected to office will have full voting rights at all meetings. In the event of a tie, the 
Chairman will have a casting vote. 

31. The Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer are required to submit a sample of their signatures
for banking reference purposes. 

32. Money may be drawn from the Club funds only for club purposes and subject to approval in 
accordance with the then current bank mandate as determined by and minuted by the 
committee 

33. No member of the Committee or Officer of the club may be a Committee Member or Officer of 
another model flying club. 

34. Any Committee Member or Officer wishing to resign should do so in writing. 
35. Any member of the Committee who is absent from three consecutive Committee meetings 

without reasonable cause will automatically forfeit his seat on the Committee. 
36. The Committee may pay accounts and incur any normal liabilities on behalf of the club. If a 

Committee Member engages or becomes involved in court proceedings, whether criminal or 
civil in his representative capacity on behalf of the club, as opposed to his capacity as a private 
individual, the club will indemnify the Committee Member in respect of any fines or damages 
or costs awarded against the Committee Member, up to a maximum of 75% of available Club 
funds. 

37. In the event of a Committee Member being awarded damages or costs in the course of 
proceedings taken by him in his representative capacity, such damages or costs will belong 
to the Club and not the Committee Member personally and upon receipt that Committee 
Member will pay them to the Club Treasurer. 

38.  

Voting and Conduct of Meetings 
39. All meetings will have an agenda and be minuted. Any other business at General Meetings 

must be submitted in writing prior to the start of the meeting. 
40. 

be held as an online meeting or by means of email or message exchange. 
41. A quorum of any General Meeting is to be at least ten members. Should a quorum fail to 

appear, the meeting will be adjourned and a further General Meeting must be called. The 
second meeting will proceed even if a quorum is not present and the motion will then be carried 
by a simple majority vote. 

42. Voting will normally be by show of hands. However a secret ballot must be taken should any 
member request that this be done. Proxy and postal votes may be allowed. 



43. All proposals must be seconded before being voted upon. A majority vote is required to carry 
any proposal. 

44. Amendments to proposals must be voted upon first. 
45. Non committee members may attend committee meetings as observers by applying to the 

Secretary at least 14 days before the meeting. Any non Committee Member may be asked to 
leave the meeting at the request of the Committee. 

46. Non club members may attend Club meetings as observers or invited guests of the club. Any 
non Club member may be asked to leave the meeting at the request of the Committee. 

47. The Committee, through the Chairman, has the power to ask a person to leave any meeting 
in the event of that person disrupting the meeting. 

Annual General Meetings 
48. The Annual General Meeting of the Club shall be held ideally within 13 months of the previous 

Annual General Meeting but no later than 9 months after the end of the financial year unless 
the members agree by a vote for a postponement beyond this date.  

49. Annual subscriptions, the late payment surcharge and the joining fee will be decided by the 
Committee prior to the Annual General Meeting. An increase in subscriptions or fees of more 
than 10% in any year must be approved by the members at the Annual General Meeting. 

50. The Treasurer will prepare accounts to be presented to the Annual General Meeting. 

Extraordinary Meetings 
51. The Secretary will convene an Extraordinary Committee Meeting within 21 days on request 

from any of the Executive Officers, stating the business to be discussed. 
52. The Secretary shall convene an Extraordinary General Meeting of the club by a resolution of 

the Committee by giving 21 days notice to all members stating the business to be discussed.
53. The Secretary shall convene an Extraordinary General Meeting of the club on receipt of a 

request in writing signed by not less than 10 members of the club, stating the business to be 
brought before the meeting, by giving 21 days notice to all members stating the business to 
be discussed. 

54. When a request for a meeting is made in accordance with Article 53 and it is not called within 
28 days, the requisitioners may themselves convene an Extraordinary General Meeting of the 
Club by giving 21 days notice in writing to all members, duly setting out the purpose for which 
the meeting was called. Any resolutions passed at such a meeting shall have the same force 
and effect as if they were passed at a meeting convened by the Committee. 

Dissolution of the Club 
55. Should it be considered necessary or desirable to dissolve the Club, the Committee will call 

an Extraordinary General Meeting.  
56. On dissolution and after the sale of assets and settlement of all outstanding debts, the funds 

remaining will be donated to the RAF Benevolent Fund. All members will receive a final 
statement of accounts. 

Junior Members 
57. A Junior Member is defined as being under 18 years of age on the 31st of December. 
58. A responsible adult is defined as a senior member or parent/guardian who has the experience 

commensurate with the type and degree of supervision required. 
59. Junior members must be supervised at all times by a responsible adult. The level of 

levels of experience. 



60. Junior members under the age of 14 years shall not start an engine or carry a model with the 
engine running unless they are supervised by a responsible adult. 

61. No junior member under the age of 14 years shall fly a model aircraft unless supervised by a 
responsible adult or the junior member holds the minimum of a BMFA Achievement Scheme 

and has been authorised to do so by the Club Committee. 
62. No senior member is to be expected to assume responsibility for a junior member unless 

required to do so, he/she is to assume complete and total responsibility for the junior member 
whilst he/she is in their charge. 

63. Notwithstanding the requirements of Paragraph 62, should a member discover a junior 

the first instance. The situation should then be rectified as soon as possible by seeking out 
ent/guardian/nominated supervisor. Any instance of such an 

occurrence is to be reported to the Committee as soon as possible. 
64. Whilst supervising junior members, senior members should be aware of the requirements of 

The Children Act (1989) and avoid placing themselves in a position that could be open to 
misinterpretation or question. A leaflet giving advice is available from the BMFA Leicester 
Office or from the Club Secretary. 

General Safety Rules 
65. All fliers must observe field discipline and comply with the Air Navigation Order, all relevant 

publication (CAP) 658. 
66. On matters of field safety needing an immediate decision, the responsibility lies with any 

committee member.  Any instructions must be accepted without dissent. However, should a 
member believe the instructions to be wrong, then he should bring this to the attention of the 
Committee. 

67. Due consideration must be given at all times to trainee or novice pilots. In the event that the 
pleasure or concentration of a pilot is affected by the flying style of another, precedence will 
be given to the pilot who was airborne first. Intimidating flying of any sort is not permitted. 
Dangerous or irresponsible flying so judged by two members will result in the pilot being 
grounded. Persistent inconsiderate flying may result in the pilot being banned from Club flying 
sites. 

68. All flying is to be done in the designated areas only. Flying over or behind the pit areas is 
not permitted. 

69. Cars must be parked in the designated parking areas. Under no circumstances may vehicles 
be driven on any other area of land. 

70. All fliers must observe the established flight line and stand in the designated area whilst flying. 
Any variation to suit daily conditions may be made by those members present. Any spectators 
must remain in the pits area whilst flying is in progress unless invited to stand with the pilots.

71. Any person wishing to enter or cross the runway area must seek clearance from any pilots 
flying at the time before doing so. 

72. The frequency allocation system in use for non-spread spectrum 35mHz transmitters is the 
pegboard system and this must be used whenever a 35 mHz transmitter is in use.

All pilots should be made aware that a 35mHz transmitter is in use. 
73. Before switching on 35 mHz transmitter, the pilot must ensure that he is operating on the 

frequency he believes he is on and must display the appropriate frequency pennant on his 
transmitter. 

74. Frequency numbers must be called out before a 35 mHz transmitter is switched on. 



75. All telescopic transmitter aerials must remain retracted unless the model is being flown. The 
flight is defined from the point of release to when the engine is stopped or the model is 
restrained. 

76. Transmitters should not be taken away from the flight line when retrieving an aircraft, unless 
to do so would aid retrieval of the model. In this instance the matter should be brought to the 
attention of the other pilots so that this may be carried out without the risk of over-flying the 
transmitter. 

77. Should an aircraft go out of control, the first priority must be the safety of persons with the 
second being avoidance of damage to property. A warning is to be shouted by the pilot which 
is to be taken up by other members. 

78. Appropriate use should be made of the available pits area, and under no circumstances should 
engines be set up in the immediate vicinity of the pilots who are flying at that time. Where 
practical, models should face outward from the pit area. 

79. Under no circumstances must an engine be run unless all persons are behind the line of the 
propeller with the exception of the person starting the engine. When carrying out power checks 
all persons including the pilot/mechanic are to be behind the line of the propeller. 

80. Models having their engines run in on the ground must not be left unattended whilst the engine 
is running. 

81. Models must be adequately restrained whilst being started. 
82. All operational failsafes in use on powered models must set the throttle to tick-over, not hold, 

(stopped in the case of electric power) regardless of the other control operations governed by 
the failsafe. Particular care must be taken to ensure that the failsafe is correctly programmed
before each flying session.  

83. Range checks and correct failsafe operation must be carried out before each flying session. 
84. Members must ensure that they comply with the D of E Noise Code for the Minimisation of 

Noise from Model 
model emits below 82 decibels at 7 metres without them. Notwithstanding this, if, in the opinion 
of the Committee, a model is excessively noisy in the air, then it is to be grounded until 
rectified. 

85. Mobile telephones should not be kept in close proximity to computerised transmitters and must 
not be taken onto the flight line. 

86. No smoking is permitted in the vicinity of inflammable fuels and materials. 
87. Any accident involving a third party or another member must be reported to the safety officer.
88. No children, 14 years or under, are allowed at the flying field site unless closely supervised at 

all times by their parent or guardian. 
89. No dogs are allowed at the flying field unless kept on a lead or tethered. 
90. Members shall remove any litter, aircraft parts and rubbish from the site at the end of each 

flying session. All members are responsible for checking that the site is clear at the end of the 
day and that any field gates are closed and locked if applicable. 

91. Any damage to aircraft on the flying area caused by articles left by members shall be made 
good by those who left the objects in the area. In disputed cases the committee will adjudicate.

92. Flights by all aircraft must commence and finish from the take off area and not from the pits. 
93. Novice pilots are NOT to fly models or operate radio equipment without the supervision of an 

experienced pilot unless authorised by an Instructor to practice for the BMFA A-test. 
94. Models MUST NOT BE FLOWN, if the control system is not working perfectly on the ground. 
95. Full and free movement must be checked of each control in the expected direction before each 

flight and checked again with the engine running just before take off. 



96. Members are recommended to carry a First Aid kit in their cars when attending the Club fields.
 

Club equipment 
 

97. The club own a variety of equipment including the clubhouse, garage, flying equipment and 
maintenance equipment. 

98. Members making use of the clubhouse are responsible for keeping it clean and in good 
condition.  

99. All other club equipment is only for use at the club flying sites for club purposes. It may only 
be removed from those premises if the need arises to take it for repair or other maintenance 
and this should be notified to the committee. 

 
Additional flying site safety rules and regulations are set out in separate documents  Bedmond Rules 
& Bovingdon Rules - see Article 17 above. 
 
Adopted 25th May 2023  



Bovingdon Safety Rules & Regulations 

Bovingdon rules 3/5/23
 

rules & regulations relating to the Bovingdon flying site have equal force as set out in paragraph 16 
of the constitution. 

 

 

 

Flying times 

Monday to Sunday  10am to 8pm (except for the months of June, July and August when flying must 
terminate before 10pm) 

Security 

There are five gates which may be locked (See diagram). The gate in the pub car park is operated 
by an electronic keypad and the code is available from committee members. On the first pair of gates
there are two locks on each, operated by the same key. There may be more than one lock and the 
other belongs to the land owner. Each lock must connect to both chains so that either lock can be 
opened and release the gate. Our lock must NEVER be linked through either the other lock or to the 
two ends of the same chain as this prevents the other lock from opening the loop. 

The second pair of gates are not locked but will be shut. Please leave the gates as you find them 



Bovingdon Safety Rules & Regulations 

Bovingdon rules 3/5/23
 

but, if you find them open and you are in any doubt whether they should be, please lock them. A 
simple test is that if the gates are open then the club locks should still be locked. 

landowner. 

Speed 

On the shared track marked red in the diagram, never exceed walking pace and be prepared to stop 
and give way to horses. 

On the farm, the speed limit is 10 mph except in the vicinity of the portakabins where it is 5mph. 
Beware of children playing and animals running loose in this area, particularly if the weather is fine.
When the ground is dry, you may need to drive more slowly to avoid creating clouds of dust which 
the landowner takes as speeding. 

Route 

The route between the portakabins and the flying site is also shown in green (outbound) and blue 
(return) and is one-way. Please drive carefully and help to keep the track in good condition.  

As you approach the flying field and more so as you leave, you will have to drive either under the 
end of the flying zone. Drivers must take great care and never assume that any pilots flying at the 
time have noticed that you are there. If in doubt, stop and wait for models to land before driving 
through.  

Parking 

Normally, parking is along and front into the edge of the wood, either side of the club hut. Please do 
not park in front of the hut. 

In the wet months, parking is still along the treeline but in the area bounded by wooden stakes. 

Take great care arriving and leaving the parking area as you will probably have to drive through the 
pits area and there may well be models on the ground and people preoccupied with what they are 
doing. Keep to a slow walking pace in the vicinity of the pits. 

Peg board 

The first arrival on the day flying a 35mHz transmitter type have to set out the peg board. The last 
person to leave has responsibility for making sure that the peg board is put away, the club hut is 
locked and the key is in its place. 

Flying 

No more than 5 powered aircraft are to be flown at any one time (unless specifically agree by the 
committee for a special event). 

Models must never be flown nearer than the edge of the mown strip i.e. nowhere over the area 
between the mown strip and the parked cars. 
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Pilots must not fly to the left of the strip beyond the line of trees alongside the green track and must 
never fly near to the farm buildings. Pilots of larger or noisier models should be aware that there are 
farm buildings in the valley to the right. 

ensures that all calls can be heard between 
pilots and that the view, particularly for pilots  

Taking a transmitter onto the mown strip before take-off or for recovery after landing is permitted. 
Taking a transmitter beyond the mown strip (e.g. to recover a downed model), requires more care 

intention to take the transmitter to search for a model then this fact must be made clear to other fliers 
and, in the case of a 35 MHz transmitter, this should only be done once all other pilots flying on 
35MHz have landed. 

If possible electric models should either be fitted with a switch to allow isolation of the motor from 
the battery or throttle cut should be programmed on the transmitter to achieve this. 

It is recommended that members do not attempt to carry both a transmitter and a model with a 
running I/c engine. Please seek help to carry one or other. 

The recommended method for carrying a transmitter which is connected to a live model, is for the 
throttle stick to be held shut with a thumb or other finger. 

If you land (crash) in the field opposite or to the right of the main strip, please remember when 
retrieving your model that these fields do not belong to Berry Farm and you are technically 
trespassing. Take care not to damage any crops and make sure you remove all debris. 

Members entering onto the farmland do so at their own risk. No liability will be accepted by the owner 
of the land or by the committee of Watford Wayfarers Model Aero Club. 

For safety reasons it is recommended that no person should fly on their own. 

Taxying and hand-launching of models 

Models may be taxied out on the mown taxi strips (two strips between the pits and the main flying 

box..  

Models may be taxied in, with care, to the edge of the mown strip but no further. They must not be 
taxied towards or in the pits. 

Models must never take off from anywhere other than the mown runway (or mown heli circle). 

Hand-launching of models must be done from the edge of the flying strip, a

Flying standards 

In order to fly solo a member must have attained the BMFA A certificate as a minimum. Members 
not having achieved this level must fly with an approved club instructor present unless they have 
been signed off by an instructor to practice solo for the A-test. 
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Models

All models are to be thoroughly checked before they are flown to ensure they are suitable to fly. This 
check should include a range check before the first flight of the day by each model and must include
a failsafe check. The club may perform random spot checks on model failsafes. 

If an approved club instructor deems a model to be unsafe then the model must not be flown until 
necessary remedial work is carried out. If the owning member wishes to dispute the matter then they 
may appeal to the safety officer, or in his absence the committee whose decision will be final. 

Ducted fan models may be flown providing they comply with the 82dBa noise regulations. 

Gas turbine models are not permitted to be flown on this site unless at the time of an organised event 
and as approved by the committee. Free-flight models are not permitted. 

Training 

Only approved club instructors may supervise members or guests who have not attained the BMFA 
A certificate. Members who are not instructors must not fly with any trainee using the buddy system.

Trainees who fly using the buddy system are responsible for ensuring that a second, compatible 
radio is available. 

Club hut 

The club hut is open to all members and the facilities are available to all. The key is hanging in the 
brick building which is secured with a combination lock. The combination is 0369 but may be changed 
at any time, the new code being sent out by email. If you want to make a hot drink during the day, 
please help yourself, the tea, coffee etc. are funded by the club. There is a tuck shop in the kitchen 
area  all items are 50p, money to be put into the tin provided. 

Please always wash up any cups etc. that you have used and take any rubbish away with you.

The last person to leave should check that the hut is locked, the key put in its place and the brick 
building locked. 

Grass cutting 

In order to keep the mower in good order and minimise unnecessary maintenance, only authorised 
members may use the mower. 

Children and pets 

 We only have a right to be on the land comprising the flying site. Children must be kept under close 
supervision at all times and dogs must be either kept on a lead or in your car. 



Bedmond Safety Rules & Regulations

 

safety rules & regulations relating to the Bedmond flying site have equal force as set out in 
Article 16 of the constitution. 

Flying times 

Monday to Saturday  8am to 7pm 

Sundays and Bank Holidays  10am to 6pm 

Security 

The site access gate must be kept locked shut at all times. 

Members should carry their membership cards at all times and produce it if asked to do so by 
the landowner. 

No fly zones 

No flying is permitted in the pits area or behind other pilots. Models must not be flown within 50 
metres of the M25 motorway and care must be taken when flying near to the footpaths or 
bridleway. NOTE  there is a footpath along the edge of the wood on the left as you look out 
with the benches behind you which is not visible. Other than on a landing approach, do not fly 
below tree height on that side of the field and remember that it is illegal to fly within 50 metres of 
people or the houses in the wood. 

 

The pits area will be marked out with cones, approximately 3 metres in front of the benches. 
Pilots should stand on the pits side of the cones and within easy earshot of each other to ensure 
that communications between pilots is not compromised. 

Flying 

No more than 2 models are to be flown at any one time although this will be kept under review 
and may be increased to 3 once pilots have experience of flying at the site. Pilots should form a 
concensus on what circuits to fly on the day, dependent on wind conditions. The flying site is 
surrounded by footpaths at varying distances so always be aware of walkers. 

For safety reasons it is recommended that no person should fly on their own. 


